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Some news on Castle 1…

Almost halfway through the season, C1 are solidly defending their position of mid-table obscurity, by continuing to win their home games and lose their away games. The team is still somewhat fluid and seeking the optimal combination of players in each division. However some good results have been obtained, such as the recent 11-7 victory over Sheffield Hallam, and a certain Dutchman remains on course to be top scorer in CEKL this season.
Up-coming matches:

C1 v. Birmingham (Away) Sunday 10th December 12.00 pm.

C2 v. Keele 2 (Home) Sunday 10th December, time tbc. 

C1 v. Manchester (Away) Sunday 17th December 7.30 pm.

Possible: C2 v. Manchester 2 (Away) Sunday 17th December 6.00 pm.
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And Finally, It’s Christmas!

‘Ye Olde Yuletide Tournament’ will be taking place on Wednesday 20th December, from the earlier time of 7.00 pm until about 9.30 pm, followed by a festive drink somewhere local. Don’t worry if you can’t make it for 7.00, just turn up when you can. As is traditional, the wearing of entertaining hats/headgear is compulsory (well, strongly encouraged) and a prize will be on offer for the best effort.
The Castle Christmas Meal is happenning on Saturday 16th December at Bilash in Newcastle and is certain to be very merry. See Katy for more info.  

There will be no training on Wednesday 27th December, training will resume as normal on Wednesday 3rd January, by which time we will hopefully have recovered from our New Year celebrations. Talking of which, Claire has invited us all to her New Year’s Eve party – thanks Claire!





3/11/06


Castle's girls scored all eight of CII's goals in a close game against Keele II in their opening game of their Potteries league campaign. It was a blend of debutants and experience for Castle, with Jake, Tom, Ann, and Helen playing their first game for Castle, alongside Matt, Mike, Katy, and Nina - playing down from Castle I. 


The students made the brighter start, opening up a two goal lead early in the game, as CII struggled a little to find their shape defensively. But after the change in ends, Jake, Ann, Katy and Matt effectively shut down Keele's attack, largely restricting them to half-changes and speculative long shots. Matt and Jake did particularly well in dealing with their tall, quick opponents, with Jake keeping his opponent at bay and picking off some useful interceptions, and Matt's intelligent defending showing that guile and experience beats youth and enthusiasm. Ann dominated the collect, and Katy prevented her opponent from setting up any easy feeds. This solid platform allowed Mike, Nina, Helen and Tom a lot of time on the ball in attack to probe for weaknesses in Keele's defences. Playing neat 4-0, they looked to create opportunities and replicate work in training but took a while to get the timing right when putting shots up. But Mike's intelligent support play, Tom's movement and creation of space, Nina's neat passing and leadership, and Helen's ability to ghost past her defender helped bring the scores level - with Mike and Nina using their experience to create a goal from nothing for Nina after the ball went loose. 


From 2-2, the teams exchanged goals for most of the rest of the game, with Castle ahead most of the time. CII always looked the stronger side, playing neat, fluid korfball, while the students sometimes appeared static by comparison - relying on one particular move involving their boys timing their runs together and their girls feeding and collecting. Although this led to a couple of goals, Keele appeared to have no plan B after Castle quickly worked out how to deal with the move. Castle's goals came from a mixture of running-in shots and fairly close range shots. Helen added to her first half goal with another two runners - the first Castle player to score a debut hat-trick in a very long time (and possibly ever), and Ann also scored a debut goal with a shot from distance. It was great to see Katy back playing league korfball after her knee injury, and scoring a hat-trick. Katy's third goal effectively sealed the game, giving Castle a two goal cushion with minutes to go. Although Keele did get one back, the game felt much less close than the score would indicate. Lots of positives from this game. All four debutants blended very well with their more experienced team-mates, and although the girls scored the goals, Jake and Tom's defensive performances in particular were very strong - both playing against much more experienced opponents. Challenges for the future will involve gaining experience in defending as a division and in turning superiority into more chances, and more chances into more goals. Mike (c), Nina [1], Helen [3], Tom Jake, Ann [1], Katy [3], Matt. Thanks to Rob for reffing, and to Bilash Curry House for post-match refreshments. [Adam G]
































Castle II (7) Keele I (6)





26/11/06


Castle 2 performed excellently in a very close encounter with Keele 1, marred only by Ruth’s unfortunate ankle injury (Get well soon Ruth). Harry scored an impressive 5 goals with the support of Claire, Tom and Ruth/Mary, while Katy added another 2 to her tally playing with Ann, Jake and Matt/Mike. Both teams took advantage of some slightly sloppy defending to score lots of running-in shots. Hopefully everyone enjoyed playing against some well-matched opposition, who the previous day had successfully qualified for the Student Nationals (congrat-ulations Keele!). Thanks to Dave for refereeing. [Mary]





Castle II (4) Stoke II (10)





19/11/06


Castle 2 had a difficult game against Stoke 2, who were a girl short and playing a couple of experienced girls down. Playing against a division of three can often be more of a hindrance than a help, and Mike, Tom, Gill and Ann found it hard to take advantage of having a spare, non-shooting player. At the other end, Jake, Matt, Katy and Helen put together some nice periods of play which resulted in a hatrick for Katy and a goal for Helen. With a little more experience, C2 will surely be a match for Stoke 2. [Mary]
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 Keele II 7, Castle II 8
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C2 Match Reports……


























