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Castle Two
8 - Keele Three 9

6 Nov

This was a close game played in a competitive spirit.  Although Keele 3 led for most of the match, C2 had them on the ropes in a spirited fight back in the last ten minutes, and count themselves unfortunate not to have taken at least a point from the game.  The game opened at a frenetic pace as the teams exchanged goals in the first few minutes of the game, with Jana and Gordon scoring excellent goals.  Matt and Adam added two more as defences started to settle, but we trailed narrowly 5-4 at the break.  Keele scored the next two and just about held onto the lead.  Gordon and Andy (with his first competitive goal) kept the students’ lead pegged back before goals for Anja and Jana set up a dramatic last few minutes.  

In truth, C2 can reasonably feel slightly aggrieved at this result.  Keele 3 played quite a number of their first team players, even appearing to replace a beginner with a higher team player at half time.  League rules do allow ‘development teams’ (such at Keele 3, Castle 3, and Stoke 2) to field players from higher teams without penalty, but it was disappointing to see so few genuine Keele 3 players playing the full game. However, it’s now up to the seconds to make sure that this result doesn’t damage their challenge for a place in the upper league of CEKL West after Xmas. 

Thanks also to Dave W for referring, Matt for playing up from the thirds, and Adam P, Mary, Phil, and Nigel for support. [Adam G]

Stoke Two 8 - Castle Two 8

13 Nov

For the second game in a row, Castle II rallied strongly late in the game, but this time it was enough to earn our first point of the season, with a late penalty from Dave Shaw levelling the scores. Although the seconds were behind for much of the game, we deserved at least a draw in return for our best performance of the season so far. The first half started with a brief flurry of goals, with Gordon, Nigel, and Jana scoring for Castle. We struggled a little early in the second half and started to fall behind, but runners from Adam and Jana and a couple of spectacular long shots from Nigel and Andy clawed us level. A competitive but good natured match turned a little fractious in the second half as we closed the gap and eventually levelled the game against some very tough opposition.
Although we were behind for most of the game, we had a few good penalty shouts and a goal controversially disallowed, and could have won the game. Special mentions to Nina for some excellent and composed defensive play under pressure, Jana for two excellent running-in shots (four in two games!), Andy, for his second competitive goal, and Dave S for having nerves of steel to level the game. Also very pleasing to see the goals being spread around! [Adam G]

Castle One – To feature in next Newsletter…







Castle 2 earned their first win of the season with an excellent performance, building on Sunday's combative draw with Stoke 2. After falling behind early on, Nigel, Andy, Katy and Nina laid siege to the Keele basket for much of the first half. As Keele's defence dropped deep, we peppered the basket  with long shots supported by some dominant collecting that look suspiciously influenced by the previous Wednesday's training. One attack in particular saw the ball collected and recycled four or five times. On the relatively rare occasions that the ball crossed into the other half, Dave, Gordon,Jana and Anja kept Keele quiet. Goals from Nina (first of the season!) and Nigel levelled the score at 2-2 at half time.��We looked the stronger side trading goals to 4-4 at the start of the second half with goals from Anja and Nigel, before goals from Dave S and the obligatory running-in shot from Jana (who's deadly from under the basket!) took us to a 6-4 lead. We kept it tight in defence and patient in attack (perhaps too patient at times), limiting Keele to a few hurried shots while carving out some good chances ourselves - one of which Andy put away to make it three goals in as many games.��In fairness this was a weakened Keele I side fielding a couple of relatively inexperienced players, but that shouldn't detract from an excellent all-round team performance from C2. We created a lot of chances and made it very tough for Keele in attack, with Dave S in particular regularly breaking up Keele's attacks with some timely interceptions and control of the collect. Again, it was very pleasing to see the goals shared right through the team, though Nigel deserves a special mention not only for his two goals, but also for his movement and creativity that kept Keele guessing in�defence. [Adam G]





Castle Three 3 – Keele Two 7


20 Nov





We got off to an excellent start with 3 quick goals (Adam, Mike, Katy) and some positive play. They were worried. They came back at us and scored 2 by half-time. From then on not so good, although we still played well, had plenty of possession, and a reasonable number of shots at goal. Melisa and Marijana both came on during the game for their first competitive matches, despite not feeling 100%. Thanks to Katy for helping out in the early stages and to Katy and Dave W for shouting “Party” from the sidelines. [Mike]



































Castle Three 1 - Stoke One 19


13 Nov


This was always going to be a tough game and so it proved. Stoke showed an ability to score from all positions and a shower of goals produced a half-time score of 1-11 (to them). This is not to say that we played badly – in fact there were some passages of really good play particularly in the second half. We looked lively and supported well. Matt came close to scoring from long range. Thanks to Jon A and to Jana for making up the team (and to Dave W who came on for Jon at half-time). [Mike]








Keele Two 4 - Castle Three 1


28 Oct


This match was played in good spirit by both teams. Keele scored first after a concerted attack: a close range shot. Castle rallied and supported well, and this good play produced a well-deserved goal – a long shot from Colin. Castle continued in this vein, but Keele made more chances and scored with some of them. In the final few minutes we were awarded a penalty, but missed. But overall though a very encouraging performance with some good team play. [Mike]





Castle Two 4  - Keele One 8


30 Oct


This game was closer than the score would indicate, with Keele I doing the damage in the second half.  However, there were promising signs for the future.  With two players new to the sport and one new to the club, we strung some good moves together and put lots of shots up.  Keele I are a good side, but we hope to run them closer in the return match later in the season.  A special thanks to Adam P for playing up from the thirds for this game. [Adam G]
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Keele One 4  - Castle Two 7


18 Nov
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Match reports……


























