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Our last game of the mini league was against Leeds, who were threatening to be good.  It started to rain so we beat them.  Why do we play better when its chucking it down? The top two teams from each of the 4 pools were entered into the top 8 to play off against each other.  We finished second in our league (behind Nottingham 1 on goal difference).  This was rather good and at this point we decided that winning the tournament would be good although reaching the final would be okay.

The level of our pre-match chants at this tournament surpassed all previous levels.  We used two chants throughout the day, both amazing.  These chants were “Nu Pagadi” as suggested by Anja, and “Um die ecke bringen” as suggested by Nigel.  Although some thought the final chant was just vulgar.  See Nigel and Anja for interpretations.  (Apologies if you haven’t played for Castle 3 over the season and have no idea of what I’m witterin on about… even more apologies if you have played for castle 3 this season and know all too well what I’m witterin on about.)  What was that about a serious sports club?

At lunch Jon, Rebecca and Nathan turned up.  All were keen to play although Nathan at 4 weeks old was a bit too young (following a recent ruling on young players at the CEKA AGM).  Jon returned from a gap away from korfball due to parental duties and played 2 games in the afternoon.  Rebecca also made a welcome come back following nine months out with a shoulder injury.

Our quarter final match was against Bec.  Now playing with Rebecca and Jon H meant we had 2 girl substitutes.  There was no shortage of volunteers to sub off though as Nathan proved rather popular.  We also had 1 boy substitute so Dave S ate lunch.  Despite having a silly name Bec proved to be a good side and beat us quite comfortably.  This was rather annoying.

Our next match was against a Manchester team.  The game seemed to last for only 10 minutes.  Much to the annoyance of Manchester, we were a goal up when the final whistle went! Our final game was against Sheffield Hallam Uni.  A strong student team with a number of their players being GB students.  We lost this game.  Unfortunate to end the day with a loss but we came 6th in the tournament, not bad from a tournament with 24 teams in it.

Of note from our play throughout the day was our stalwart defence, both individually and as a team.  Rob and Gill scored most of our goals although valuable goals and support play were contributed from throughout the team.  Really, why is it that we play better in the rain? Nottingham ended up winning the tournament.  We were the only team to hold them during the day.

Thanks to Dave S and Rob for fulfilling our reffing commitments and to Dave S for providing a taxi service.  It also has to be said that Manchester put on a very well organised tournament. After the tournament we went down to Pizza Hut for supper and ate Pizza.  Some also made use of the ice cream factory. All left in fantastic mood having played some great korfball amongst excellent company.

[Dave W]




The tourney was held at the North Staffs Sports Club, Butterton.  We had 12 sides including from Manchester, Nottingham, Bristol.  The tournament was won by Notts Outlaws, but probably the most memorable incident of the entire day was the semi-final penalty shootout between Castle Turrets and Manchester 2, when unbelievably, each team contrived to miss their first five penalties - no-one's ever heard of that one before!


The Tournament was followed by a BBQ provided by Gill and Alan, and the Disco (by yours truly) went on till 1 in the morning and was a belting night!!


Oh, by the way, we made around £200 for Club Funds [Dave S].


Manchester Tournament - NU PAGADI!





   The Castle Team headed up to Manchester early on Saturday morning, first games at the frighteningly early time of 9:30.  We just had enough time to mark out our territory at the side of our home pitch before our first match. Our team was of mixed experience and consisted of Gill B, Anja, Emma, Janna, Mary, Nigel, Dave S, Rob and myself.  This being an unusual Castle Team with more women than men and with a substitute!


Our first game was against Magics, a Manchester Uni team.  For this game we put Rob in the attacking division and shot with the wind behind us.  A tactic that worked well for us all day.  As we began the first game it started to rain, something else that seemed to happen throughout the day.  Anyway, we won the first game comfortably. Our second game was against Aston Uni (I think?), who we also beat easily.  Two wins from two games, not a bad start and we were feeling confident. Next game was against Birmingham Uni and we were expecting to beat them.  They did seem to be playing a rather large number of mature students and we were only drawing as the game was coming to a close with the tension building.  Then Janna turned in the feed to score the winner.  3 wins from 3, this was becoming rather good fun!


Two games to go in the mini-league, against Nottingham 1 and Leeds.  Both strong teams who were apparently favourites over us? Bah!  Having just won three games however, we were in the mood to win the tournament.  Our game against Nottingham started, they opened the scoring with a penalty.  We then came back with a penalty of our own.  The momentum was with us but the final whistle went, score 1-1.  Slightly disappointed that our winning run had been broken but happy to have held a strong team. 


Continued over the page………….


























AGM


18/06/05





The AGM took place at the Orange Tree pub in Trent Vale.


A number of important issues were discussed, including whether to keep split sessions, or to merge into one session, with perhaps groupings based on ability.  The meeting delegated the decision on split sessions to the committee to make in September, but it was agreed that there would be split sessions if numbers warrant it. As for squad selection, it was agreed after a lively discussion to keep this with the Selection Committee.





The following were elected to the:





 Castle Korfball Club committee





Nigel Cooper (Chair); Mike Evans (Secretary); Jon Allinson (Club Captain); Mary Cooper (Club Vice Captain); Dave Shaw (Development Officer); Dave Wood (Fixtures Secretary); Gill Reid (Treasurer). Nigel thanked all retiring members and above all Dave S as retiring Chair. 





Subscriptions





It was proposed that the sessional rate increase from £4 to £5, with the standing order fee remaining at £15 per month.





Awards





Club Person of the Year - Phil�New Player of the Year - Anja�Joy of Korf - Adam P�Most Improved - Dave W 


Team Player of the Year – Clair B


Outgoing Chair’s Award - Nigel 





Minutes





The minutes, written by Adam G, (retiring secretary) are available on request from Mike. 
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Summer Sizzler……


























