Castle Korfball Club: General Information 2006-07
The Game

Korfball was founded by a Dutch school teacher, Nico Broekhuysen, in 1902. Broekhuysen developed a team sport that the boys and girls in his school could play together on equal terms, and that would encourage teamwork and co-operation. He called it korfball after the Dutch word for basket, ‘korf’. Korfball was demonstrated at the Olympic Games of 1920 in Antwerp and 1928 in Amsterdam. It is now played throughout Europe and as far afield as Australia and New Zealand, and continues to grow rapidly.  

The Club
Castle korfball club is now in its 11th year. We train at Keele University Leisure Centre, but are not a university club (the Keele students have their own club). Our membership comprises a diverse range of people from Newcastle-under-Lyme and the surrounding area. We aim to get as many people playing korfball as possible, so if you know anyone who may be interested please bring them along!
Training takes place every Wednesday evening, 8.00-10.00pm September to May (indoors), 7.00-9.00pm June to August (outdoors).  
Matches

The indoor season takes place between October and May. At the start of the season, all club members are allocated to a team squad by the selection committee (coach, captain and vice-captain). Playing matches is of course optional, but is strongly encouraged as there’s no better way to learn the game and improve your skills.

Castle will probably field two teams this season. Castle 1 will play in the Central England Korfball League, which comprises teams from the Midlands and North of England. Matches normally take place on Sundays and home games are played at Kidsgrove Leisure Centre.
Castle 2 will play in the newly-formed Staffordshire and Cheshire Korfball League against teams from Stoke Spitfires and Keele University. All matches will therefore be local and will take place at weekends or on weekday evenings.

Each squad elects a team captain at the beginning of the season who is responsible for getting a legal team (four men and four women) to each game, arranging team kit, deciding on team divisions and tactics, completing the match form, and communicating with the selection committee, among other tasks! Please help to make your captain’s job easier by letting him/her know your availability for matches as early as possible. 

In the summer, clubs hold outdoor tournaments which enable many teams to play each other during the course of a day. Castle takes a mixed-ability team to about three tournaments each summer, and we hold our own tournament on a Saturday in June. 

Club Committee

The club committee is elected each year at the AGM. They meet monthly and the minutes from each meeting are available on the club website. If you have any concerns or ideas about the running of the club, or you would like to get more involved, please don’t hesitate to speak to any committee member. This year’s committee are:
Chair

Nigel Cooper

Captain
Jon Allinson

Vice-captain
Mary Cooper

Secretary 
Mike Evans

Development
Nina Smith

Fixtures
Dave Wood

Treasurer
Gill Reid

Socials

Katy Herbert

Coaches
Rob Wust, Adam Golberg, Jon Allinson.

Membership

The very reasonable membership fee of £15 per month (payable by standing order; £8 for unwaged/students/OAPs) covers sports hall hire for training and matches, local league and national association fees, and a contribution towards club equipment. It also gets you a free club shirt! Alternatively you can pay per session; please talk to Gill about payment options. Your first three training sessions are free.
Social activities

Various social events are organised on a regular basis, such as meals out, quiz nights, ten-pin bowling, Alton Towers trip, Hallowe’en party, etc. If you have any ideas of things you would like to do, Katy will be happy to help make them happen! We also normally go for a drink after training, everyone is very welcome.
Communication

Most of the communication within the club is done by e-mail (castlekc@hotmail.com) and through the club’s website: www.castlekorfball.co.uk. From the website you can link to the Discussion Forum, which is used for exchanging information about social events, matches and general club issues, as well as other (less serious!) issues. Please feel free to use it.

We need the home address and phone number for all players in order for them to be registered with the governing body of korfball, the British Korfball Association. A mobile number is also useful when arranging matches etc.

Other useful websites include:

www.cekl.co.uk (the Central England League website)
www.korfball.co.uk (the British Korball Association website)

www.korfball.com/forums (discussion of all things korfball in Britain and beyond)

www.korfballnet.com (international korball news and information).

